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READING IMPROVEMENT IN EROOKLYN 


by Richard L, Keller, Reader's Adviser 
Reading Improvement Program, Brooklyn Public Library 


last year the Brooklyn Public Library, with the cooperation of 
Brooklyn College, started a Reading Improvement Program, made possible 
by a Carnegie Corporation grant. This experimental project is, to our 
knowledge, the only program of its kind which is offered free of charge 
and which is conducted right in a library. This is action research, 
We are trying to find the best way to help adults to learn better, There- 
fore we are trying different approaches which we modify according to the 
needs of the group, 


The program's purpose is to give people an opportunity to improve 
their reading skills, such as speed and comprehension; to help them in 
their choice of books; and, in every possible way, to broaden their 
appreciation of the printed word, Therefore, the fact that students have 
such immediate and easy access to books and other Brooklyn Public Library 
facilities significantly increases the benefits derived from their par- 
ticipation in the eight-week course, 


All adults over 18 are eligible for the Brooklyn Program which is 
staffed by reading experts, a psychologist fram Brooklyn College and a 
Reader's Adviser from the Library. After preliminary testing, applicants 
are placed in groups according to their reading abilities. They are 
given a choice of afternoon, evening or Saturday classes; a course con=- 
sists of approximately 16 sessions of an hour and a half each, Since new 
groups are formed every two months, registration is continuous throughout 
the year, 


So far the groups have been quite diverse, There have been remedial 
readers, on a third-grade level,who really had to start from scratch. 
There was a foreign-language group with quite different problems, Al- 
though they had lived in this country for many years, they read English 
poorly because it wasn't their native tongue, There have also been some 
groups with emotional difficulties, But the majority of 
applicants fall into the category of good or adequate 
readers who want to do better, 


In all cases, their reasons for enrolling in the 
course have been varied, The stock explanation is that 
they want to read faster and better. But interviews and 
class discussions reveal other dormant reasons: a wish 
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for an education some never had; a hope for the ability to get through 
the mass of reading required on their jobs or in their college courses, 
For others, there is a realization that time has passed them by and that 
they are deficient in the world of ideas and commmications. 


The approach to the various groups has been kept flexible, in view 
of the experimental nature of the program, But exercises in vocabulary 
improvement and reading speed and comprehension have been used in all 
classes, Groups with adequate reading skills have been asked if they 
would like to read a book together for discussion. 


These discussions help to break down shyness and facilitate group 
participation, Often they have opened the door to new interests, And, 
in at least one classic case, a nucleus of students continued shared 
reading adventures after the completion of the course. These were members 
of a class in which "Joan of Arc" had been read and discussed, In their 
enthusiasm, they went together to see Julie Harris play the Maid in The 
iark, an experience which developed a collateral interest in witchcraft. 
Then they started asking for library books on African voodooism, and at 
last report, were reading anything they could get on African life. 


Most Reading Improvement classes have used some machine aids — such 
as the tachistoscope, to improve perception. This is a slide projector 
which flashes words, phrases and digit combinations onto a screen at 
varying speeds up to a hundredth of a second. Classes also use the Harvard 
Reading Film Series to promote reading rhythmically, without regression, 
at increasing speeds, In the main, reading accelerators are used on the 
students' own time, These are small machines in which a book may be 
placed and a dial set to regulate the speed at which a slide moves down 
the page. 


During this first year of the program, each student was scheduled 
for a weekly half-hour consultation with the Reader's Adviser, outside 
his class time, Although this has been extremely helpful to some people, 
it has been -found that others do not need such frequent aid, Therefore 
in the future, a minimum of three consultations will be scheduled during 
the eight weeks, However, all members of the program will be made to 
feel that they may have more time with the Reader's Adviser if they desire 
it. And when they have completed the course, they may continue this ser=- 
vice in their ow branch library. In a majority of cases, this continued 
service has been willingly accepted, Most of those who do not want it 
are adequate readers whose problem is not what to read, but how to get 
through all that they want to read. 


In the final analysis, teachers and consultants working with the 
Reading Improvement Program agree that most of a student's progress de=- 
pends on his ow efforts and incentive, on how much he really wants to 
improve his skills and expand his reading horizons. They have also found 
that older people are especially appreciative of this opportunity to 
enrich themselves, "This course has wakened me to a new life!" one 60- 
year-old woman told the Reader's Adviser, "I wish there'd been something 
like this 20 years ago!" This woman is an advanced reader who used to 
finish two or three books a week, Now she reads four or five, each like 
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a rolling stone leading to the next, with the result that she has conm- 
pletely neglected her darning and mending! 


The 200 people who have taken the course show different kinds of 
improvement. For many it has been the pre-stated objective of more speed 
and better comprehension. Others have gained a new perspective on what 
their real problems are. For it is not always lack of technique that holds 
a reader back, but outside worries and distractions -- family troubles, 
finances or jobs. These problems must be solved before energy can be re- 
leased for reading. 


Generally speaking, all those concerned with the program feel that 
the first year's results have been rewarding. One young man recently 
asked the Reader's Adviser: "Do you think my reading level is high enough 
to read 'Macbeth'?" This was a rather surprising question from one who, 
six months earlier, had never finished a book in his life, And a young 
lady joined the program,she said, because one day she realized she 
"didn't know anything." In a few weeks she finished the first four books 
she had ever read. Her speech and manners improved. Her desire for 
knowledge and her life goals have suddenly become real to her, And she 
gives credit to the Reading Improvement Program for her new awareness of 
books, people and life, 
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Recent Books 


A SELECTION 


Suggested by Book Information Section 
Florence Boochever, Editor Laura E, McDowell 


Recommendations: *of first interest; Y for young people; 
P for prisons; R for reformatories; H for mental hospitals. 


Nonfiction 


*Anderson, Marian. My Lord, what a morning. Viking. $5. 

Unaffected autobiography by the gifted, Philadelphia-born contralto, 
describing her early interest in music, happy marriage, her career 
and faith in a changing spirit toward the Negro in America, Photo- 
graphs, B or 92 


Aymar, Brandt, ed. Treasury of snake lore, Greenberg. $5. 

"From the Garden of Eden to snakes of today, in mythology, fable, 
stories, essays, poetry, drama, religion, and personal adventures" 
(subtitle) is the scope of this unique and fascinating assembly of 
material favorable and unfavorable to the serpent. 398.21 


*Beckelhymer, Hunter, Meeting life on higher levels. Abingdon. $1.75. 
St. Paul's letter to the Philippians is the pattern for helpful, 
practical chapters outlining the steps that lead to Christian growth, 
Notes. 

In Jesus' belief in man, by E.M. Poteat (Abingdon, $2.50. 232.9), 
the late pastor of Pullen Memorial Baptist Church, Raleigh, N.C. re=- 
veals Jesus' understanding of human nature and “how He identified 
himself with man." 

*A living faith for today, by Ernest Gordon (Coward-McCann, $3.75. 
248) comprises forthright sermons by the young Dean of the Chapel at 
Princeton University, discussing in down-to-earth terms the place of 
the Gospel, the Church and the minister in a confused age. 


Benson, E,T. Farmers at the crossroads;as told to Carlisle Bargeron, 
Devin-Adair. $2.50. 

A biographical sketch introduces this exposition of the Secretary of 
Agriculture's program, whose goal is "a continuingly prosperous, ex- 
panding and free agriculture." Photograph frontispiece, graphs. 630 


Blackington, A.H. More Yankee yarns, Dodd. $3.50. 

Another collection of fascinating tales, "taken from every nook and 
corner of New England", colorfully demonstrates the ingenuity and 
versatility of the Yankee character. Photographs. 398.21 


Bliven, Bruce, Jr. Battle for Manhattan. Holt. $3.50. 
With immediacy and accurate detail, the invasion of New York on 
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September 15, 1776 and American withdrawal under Washington are 


graphically described, Endpaper maps, photographs. Sources, index, 
Reprinted in large part from The New Yorker. 973.3 











Borland, H.G. How to write and sell non-fiction. Ronald. $3.50. 
Sound, lucid, highly competent discussion of the tools and materials 
of the writing craft. Index. 808.06 











= 3 


Boswell, James, Boswell in search of a wife, 1766-1769; ed. by 
Frank Brady and F.A, Pottle. McGraw-Hill, $6, 

The sixth volume of the noted chronicle deals with the years during 
which Boswell "became a lawyer, wrote a fine,populer and influential 
book, and got married." Maps, photographs. Appendixes,index. B or 92 






Brooks, Van Wyck,& Bettmann,Otto., Our literary heritage Dutton. $8.50, 
"A pictorial history of the writer in America" (subtitle), delight- 
fully combining with text from the five-volume Makers and finders 

more than 500 carefully assembled photographs and dra: drawings. Quar Quarto 
of exceptional merit for long-term library use, 810.9 












Brown, Mrs. L.M. Bring 'em back petrified. Dodd. $4. 
While her husband searched the Guatemalan jungles for Ice Age remains, 
the author of I married a dinosaur kept house, competed with the 
village witch doctor and endeared herself to the natives » as her 
humorous,informative chapters record, Endpaper map, drawings, 917.28 


aa 


*Butcher, Mrs. M.J. The Negro in American culture. Knopf. $4.50. 
Based on materials left by Alain Locke, this important book considers 
with examples Negro thought, art and folk gifts as they have affected 

and been affected by America. Index. 325.26 
















YP *Catton, Bruce. This hallowed ground. Doubleday. $5.95. 
RH Vivid, informing volume, giving "the story of the Union side of the 
Civil "war" (subtitle), Maps. Notes, bibliography, index. 973.7 





Cowles, Mrs. V.S, Gay monarch; the life and pleasures of Edward VII. 


Harper. $5. 
Gracefully and with scholarship depicts the Edwardian period and the 
luminaries of the time, Photographs. Index, 942 


YP Crankshaw, Edward, Russia without Stalin: the emerging pattern, 
RH Viking. $3.75. 
Dispassionate, enlightening appraisal of the Soviet Union today by a 
well-known authority who revisited in 1955. Appendix,index, 947.084 
YP Russian journey, by W.0. Douglas (Doubleday. $4.50. 914.7) candidly 
RH reports the noted world traveler's impressions of a politically alien 
land. Endpaper map, photographs. Index, 


YP “Darlington, Mrs. Jennie. My Antarctichoneymoon, as told to Jane 

RH McIlvaine. Doubleday. $3.95. 

One of two women on an Antarctic expedition, the city—bred,young wife 
of its aviation leader relates her amazing experiences during "a year 
at the bottom of the world" (subtitle). Endpaper maps,drawings. 919.9 
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Elgar, Frank, & Maillard, Robert, Picasso; tr, from the French. 
Praeger, $5. 

Remarkably comprehensive, attractive volume, treating chronologically 
the life and work of the great artist, Fully illustrated, many re- 
productions in color. Bibliography, list of paintings etc. in Euro- 
pean museums, index, 759.6 


Ellis, H.B. Heritage of the desert; the Arabs and the Middle East, 
Ronald. $5. 

The Middle East correspondent of The Christian Science Monitor writes 
with deep understanding of the Arabs and the lands in which they 
live, touching on their relations with the Israelis and place in the 
world picture, Maps, photographs. Bibliography, index. 956 
The Middle East; its religion and culture, by E.J. Jurji (Westminster. 
$3. 956) is a well-reasoned, informing volume, affirming the poten- 
tialities and significance of harmony among the great religions. 
Index. 


Fritsch, C.T, The Qumran commmity; its history and scrolls. 
Macmillan, $3.25. 

The associate professor of Old Testament at Princeton Theological 
Seminary describes for reader and student the excavations at Qumran, 
the caves and the manuscripts, the life and teachings of the sect. 
Photographs. Bibliography, index, 221.44 
The Dead Sea scriptures, by T.H. Gaster (Doubleday. $4. 221.44) 
provides an authoritative and readable translation of "the celebrated 
Dead Sea Scrolls, insofar as the original Hebrew texts have yet been 
published." Notes, sources, index, 


= *Gilbreth, F.B. Jr. Of whales and women; one man's view of Nantucket 


history. Crowell. $3.50. 

The author of Cheaper by the dozen mingles entertaining anecdotes 
and legends of the famous island's early days with recollections of 
happy summers at the family "headquarters", two Nantucket light- 
houses, Drawings, Bibliography. 974.4 


Grzimek, Bernhard, Doctor Jimek, I presume. Norton, $3.75. 

The director of the Frankfurt zoo spent several months studying and 
photographing jungle animals on Africa's Ivory Coast and here en- 
thusiastically shares his observations of "quadrupeds...and bipeds, 
black and white", Photographs, drawings, 916.61 


YP *Hillary, Sir Edmund, & Lowe, George, East of Everest; an account 


RH 


of the New Zealand Alpine Club Himalayan Expedition to the Barun 
valley in 1954. Dutton, $5. 

Exciting text and exquisite photographs portray the exploration and 
mapping of this unknown region and the ascent of Baruntse. 915.42 


Jones, V.C. Gray ghosts and Rebel raiders, Holt. $4.50. 

Vivid, well-researched account of Confederate guerrilla warfare and 

its important effect on the course of the Civil War. Endpaper map, 

photographs, Notes, index. 973.7 


Lapp, R.E, Atoms and people. Harper. $4. 
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Clearly explains to the general reader the development of atomic 
energy, its dangers and the need for control. Glossary, index.539.76 


Lawrence, Robert. The world of opera, Nelson. $3.50. 

The distinguished critic-conductor writes knowingly of many phases of 
the opera — from its essence, traditions and singers to management, 

audience and the international scene, Photographs. Index. 782.1 


*Liebling, A.J. The sweet science, Viking. $3.95. 

Entertaining, informative boxing pieces cover the principal ring 
events occurring between June, 1951 = September 1955, Appeared orig- 
inally in The New Yorker. 796.83 


*Lowrie, Drucella. Sew and make money; a McCall's guide. Crowell, $3. 
Teems with suggestions for saving or earning by home sewing. Count- 
less illustrations. Glossary of fabrics, appendix, index. 646.4 


“Merrill, Mrs. Margaret. Bears in my kitchen, McGraw-Hill. $3.95. 
A city=-bred girl's exciting 25 years as the wife of a U.S. Ranger to 
whom "things just naturally happen...from stark, hair-raising drama 
to wild, hilarious comedy." Chapter heads, B or 92 


Moorehead, Alan, Gallipoli. Harper. $4.50. 

Brilliant exposition of the 1915-16 Allied campaign from the British 
view, giving a vivid picture of incredible heroism and Turkish de- 
fense, Maps, plans, photographs. Bibliography, index. 940.42 


Morris, James. As I saw the U.S.A, Pantheon, $3.95. 

A young Englishman who toured the 48 states for The Times of London 
records his impressions of people and places with good-humored, astute 
comment on American life, 917.3 


Murray, Mrs. Marian, Circus! from Rome to Ringling, Appleton. $7.95. 
The history, excitement and fum of "the greatest show on earth" are 
recorded with zest and due credit to leading performers in a beauti- 
fully made quarto illustrated with uusual photographs and drawings. 
Circus lingo, bibliography, index. 791.3 


O'Connor, Frank, pseud. The mirror in the roadway; a study of the 

modern novel, Knopf, $4.50. 

From Jane Austen to Joyce the noted Irish writer views significant 

novelists and their work with individual, provocative rns 
08.3 


Prudden, Bonnie. Is your child really fit? Harper. $2.95. 
The director of the White Plains Institute for Physical Fitness ex- 
plains in simple terms how to test your child for minimm muscular 
strength and flexibility and to maintain healthful living through 
physical exercises. Drawings, charts, graphs. 649.1 
In Your adolescent at home and in an by Mrs. M.H. Frank and 

o7)s the noted husband and wife 
team discuss sensibly and ghee at familiar problems of young people 
today. Appendix, bibliography, index. 


eo 
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Resnik, Mrs, Muriel. Life without father. Vanguard, $3.50. 

A young divorcee, not too troubled about finances, writes with verve 
of her adventures and tribulations in bringing up two exceptionally 
lively boys, B or 92 


YP Richards, Joe, Princess — New York, Bobbs-Merrill. $4. 

RH A talented young artist's beautifully written, exciting account of 
rebuilding an old 26-ft, sloop and his many voyages along the Atlantic 
coast. Endpaper map, drawings by the author. 797.1 


YP "Ryan, Mrs. M.G. African hayride. Rand McNally. $3.50. 

RH An American woman, now living in Italy, toured most of Africa with 
Chico, her "general factotum," in a car especially built for desert 
travel and this is a lively report of experiences, pleasant and 
otherwise, Map, drawings. 916 


Saint, D.J. (Miss Read, pseud.). Village school. Houghton. $3.50. 
Humorous, discerning portrayal of English village life and the tra- 
ditional church school as seen through the eyes of an understanding 
teacher, Illustrated. 379.173 


“Smith, E.C, Dictionary of American family names. Harper. $4.50. 
Handy volume with interesting introduction, giving the derivation, 
variants and brief explanation of common names in this cowmtry.R929.4 


Smith, Mrs. E.G. The complete book of absolutely perfect housekeep- 
ing. Harcourt, $2.50. 

"An uproarious guide for disorganized housewives (with neat solutions 
to sloppy problems)" (subtitle), touching lightly on cooking, clean- 
ing, interior decorating etc. Funny drawings. A section of the book 
appeared in Ladies' Home Journal, 817 


PH Smith, Mrs, E.S, The dynamics of aging, Norton, $2.95. 
Fresh examination of psychological principles to guide toward and 
through the later years, well expressed by a former teacher, 179 


YP *Stone, Irving. Men to match my mountains; the opening of the Far 

RH West, 1840-1900. Doubleday, $5.95. 
Richly researched narrative, detailing "the opening of a land and the: 
building of a civilization" in terms of the diverse personalities 
involved. Endpaper map, Bibliography, sources, index, 


“Teale, E.W. Autwm across America, Dodd. $5.75. 

Delightful sequel to North with the spring is "a naturalist's record 
of a 20,000-mile journey through the North American autumn" (sub- 
title). Map, photographs. Index. 574.973 


*“feuscher, Henry, Window-box gardening, Macmillan, $3.95. 

"An illustrated guide for the outdoor culture of plants in boxes, 
tubs, and hanging baskets" (subtitle), giving explicit information 
in inviting fashion and including an alphabetical list of suitable 
plants. Photographs, diagrams, Appendixes, index. sa aa 635.9 
In Greenhouse gardening around the year, by Mrs. Marion es 
(Macmillan. $3.75. 635.9), an experienced worker in the cool green- 
house offers lively, month-by month suggestions for interested 
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amateursor professionals. Photographs. Appendixes, glossary, index. 
Treasury of American gardens, by J.M. Fitch & F.F, Rockwell (Harper. 
$12.50. 712) is an unusually handsome folio with beautiful photo- 
graphs, many in color, and plans, which with text, afford "a panoramic 
view of what has happened and is happening in the landscaping of the 
American home, and why." Index. (A wonderful gift suggestion for 
the library. ) 






Tomkinson, Constance, Les girls, Little, $3.95. 
High-spirited, amusing chapters by a Canadian minister's daughter, 
retailing her adventures as a member of dancing troupes in London, 
Paris and on the continent. Clever drawings, 793.32 










Walker, D.E, Aventure in diamonds. Norton, $3.50. 

Stirring dramatization of a strange mission in 1940 when Commander 
Bowerman conveyed three men aboard the destroyer "Walpole" to the 
Dutch port of Ymuiden and back to London with an industrial diamond 
consignment wrested from the Nazis, 940.54 






















“Warne, W.E, Mission for peace; Point 4 in Iran, Bobbs—Merrill, $4. 
The Country Director, Iran, 1952-55, presents a vigorous, enlightening 
report of the various projects successfully undertaken to stimulate 
economic and social progress in a typically underprivileged country. 
Index, 338.91 


td 








Werner, Mrs. E.S. & Daniel, Hawthorne, The happy warrior; a biography 
of my father, Alfred E, Smith, Doubleday. $4.50. 

Early influences, the career and personality of New York State's 
colorful Governor are sympathetically and warmly relayed. Photo- 
graphs, Index. B or 92 
A Catholic runs for President; the campaign of 1928, by E.A, Moore 
(Ronald. $3.50. 329.01) interestingly attempts with well-chosen 
quotations "to give the reader a balanced picture of an important 
chapter in recent history." Illustrated. References, bibliographic 
note, index, 


Weiser, F.X. The Holyday book, Harcourt. $3. 

The final volume of the Jesuit author's trilogy on religious customs 
“explains the origin, development and meaning of feasts," stressing 
the observance of Pentecost and saints' days throughout the year. 
Drawings. Notes, index, 264 


td 





Wheelock, J.H. Poems old and new. Scribner, $3.50. 

Spanning a 50-year period, these finely molded poems, often glinting 
with humor, include more than 40 that are recent and were not previ- 
ously published in book form. 811.5 








PR Young, Andrew. A prospect of Britain. Hanover, $3.50. 

An English poet-naturalist intersperses literary allusions and 
accounts of unusual plant-hunting experiences with charming descrip- 
tions of famous and lesser know places in the British Isles, 914,2 













Zapoleon, Mrs. M. W. The college girl looks ahead. Harper. $3.75. 
Valuable survey of "career opportunities," Readings, index. 371.42 
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Fiction 


Auchincloss, Louis, The great world and Timothy Colt. Houghton. $3.75. 
A vast New York City law firm is the background for a first-rate, 
modern, finely delineated narrative which shows hard-working, ideal- 
istic Timmy exploring the sophisticated social scene, but finally 
restored to his principles and family. 


YP *Bard, Mary. Just be yourself, Lippincott. $3.50. 
RH Humorous, fictionized account of a mother's trials as inexperienced 


Leader of her young daughters' Brownie Scout troop. 


Boulle, Pierre. Face of a hero; tr, from the French. Vanguard. $3.50. 
Ironically aware of his victim's innocence, the stern, reserved 
Public Prosecutor of Bergerane relentlessly exacts conviction in a 
murder trial and wins commmity esteem, all cleverly unfolded. 


Borden, Mary, The hungry leopard. Longmans. $3.95. 

After the American wife of a British Foreign Office employee commits 
suicide, leaving letters valuable to a publisher, the emotional re- 
lations of several persons concerned are explored with mounting — 
tension in a mature, deeply compelling novel, 


YP *Breneman, M.W., pseud. The land they possessed, Macmillan. $3.75. 
Set in the Dakota territory in the late 19th century, this beauti- 
fully told saga is mainly concerned with little Michal Ward and 
Ukrainian Karl Gross who marry despite their unlike heritage, in 


R 


accordance with the American pattern. 


Endore, Guy. King of Paris. Simon & Schuster. $4. 

As exciting as the facts which the author has painstakingly pursued 
is this biographical novel about the magnetic, versatile giant and 
renowned writer, Alexandre Dumas, 


PR *Goepp, Mrs. Ada. Small pond, Westminster. $3.50. 


H 


When two attractive young women join the English Department of a 
Massachusetts Woman's College, romance and rivalry are considerably 
heightened in this deft, diverting modern story, 


Howe, H.H, The success, Simon & Schuster. $3.95. 

How restless, Boston—born Maggie Fraser marries, has a daughter and 
takes on a new role as radio celebrity in Hollywood and New York 
with the help of her second husband is told in a witty, swift-moving 
satire on the present-day career woman, 


Letton,Mrs. J.D. & Letton,Francis, The Robsart affair, Harper. $3.50. 
Queen Elizabeth's young love for Robert Dudley and the mysterious 
death of his wife, Amy Robsart, are skilfully detailed. 


Linington, Elizabeth, The long watch, Viking. $3.95. 

New York City during the Revolution is the scene of a stirring ro- 
mance centered in a Southern orphan's career with the liberal news- 
sheet, The Courier, and his fight for a free press in the politically 
divided city. 
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Mankowitz, Wolf, Old soldiers never die. Little. $3.50. 

In rich Cockney dialect, this amusing, highly original tale limns 
wily Old Cock and dumb, shell-shocked Arp who live on the edge of a 
rubbish dump, 





YP *Miller, Mrs, H.T. Christmas for Tad; a story of Mary and Abraham 
RH Lincoln, Longmans, $2.50. 

Appealing novelette of the Lincoln family's 1863 Christmas which for 
their young son turned out to be "the nicest" he ever had. 





Morris, Wright. The field of vision. Harcourt. $3.50, 

At a bullfight in Mexico, some old friends meet and as the focus 
shifts from one character to another, their past and present rela- 
tionships are subtly and strikingly revealed, 


Pritchett, V.S. 
Knopf. $4.50. 
A selection of 25 expertly fashioned short stories, illuminating "the 
drama in human personality, in character rather than in events." Some 
are reprinted. 


The sailor, Sense of humor, and other stories, 






















PR Settle, Mrs. M.L. O Beuleh land. Viking. $3.95. 

With tremendous sweep and power and in the language of the time, the 
settling of the Virginia wilderness in the mid-1700s is graphically 
re-created as Hannah and Jeremiah build a life together and Jonathan 
Tacey fights the French and Indians to win this picturesque land. 


Snow, C.P. Homecoming. Scribner. $3.95. 
Sixth in the sequence of volumes entitled Strangers and brothers, this 
mature psychological novel by one of England's most distinguished 
writers finds Lewis Eliot, consultant to an oil business in 1938, 
analyzing his marriage to a neurotic woman who later dies, and his 
love for another who brings him happiness, 


Stephan, Mrs. R.W. The flight. Knopf. $4. 

Fascinating, first-person narrative explaining Queen Christina of 
Sweden's surrender of her throne in 1654 to become a Catholic, avoid 
marriage and flee from her country to Rome, 





YP *Stevenson, Mrs. D.E. Summerhills, Rinehart. $3.50. 

RH In the sequel to Amberwell, British Major Roger Ayrton, home on 
leave, establishes a boys' school on a neighboring estate and finds 
new happiness with Mary, his childhood companion, 


YP *Streeter, Edward. Merry Christmas, Mr, Baxter, Harper. $3. 

RH How the holiday spirit eventually defeats budget-minded, genial Mr, 
Baxter's efforts to "put Christmas under control" makes a warm, 
hilarious tale. 


Wilson, Angus. Anglo-Saxon attitudes, Viking, $4.50. 

Across a mammoth screen moves an array of diverse characters aptly 
and ironically portrayed while the spotlight centers on Gerald 
Middleton, a wealthy English archeologist, who reluctantly exposes a 
fraud concerning a long-disputed antiquity. 
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Free and Inexpensive 


MATERIAL 


Listed by Mary S, Lindsey, Reference Section 


international Relations 


Bok, D.C. The first three years of the Schuman plan, (Princeton 
studies in international finance, no.5) International Finance 
Section, Department of Economics and Sociology. Princeton 
University. Princeton, New Jersey, 1955. 79p. 25¢. 


Clark, Grenville and Sohn, L.B. Peace through disarmament and charter 
revision; detailed proposals (or revision of the United Nations 
Charter (supplement) The Author, Dublin, New Hampshire, Jan. 
1956. 12lp. 


Emeny, Brooks, Main springs of world politics, (Headline series no, 
118) Foreign Policy Association, 345 East 46th St., New York 17. 
July-August 1956. 62p. 35¢. 


Foreign aid: how much and how long? (Bulletin vol.21, no.29) Town 
Hall, Inc, Address: Town Meeting Bulletin. New York 36. April 
1, 1956. 12p. 25¢. 


Hagen, E.E. The economic development of Burma. (Planning pamphlet 
no.96) National Planning Association. 1606 New Hampshire Ave., 
N.W, Washington 9, D.C. July 1956. 88p. $1.25. 


Israel, land of the Bible, (Christian Friends bulletin vol.13, no.2) 
Anti-defamation League of B'nai Brith. 515 Madison Ave., New 
York 22, June 1956. 39p. 25¢. 


Lehrman, Hal, Portrait of Israel = myth and reality, (Pamphlet no.240) 
Public Affairs Pamphlets. 22 East 38th St., New York 16, August 
1956. 28p. 25¢. 


Mollet, Guy, The new drive for European union, American Committee 
on United Europe, 270 Park Ave., New York 17, 1955. lip. 


Nitze, P.H. U.S. Foreign policy: 1945-1955. (Headline series no.116) 
Foreign Policy Association, Inc, 345 E. 46th St., New York 17. 
March—April 1956. 62p. 35¢. 


Spingarn, J.H. Is disarmament possible? (pamphlet no.235) Public 


Affairs Pamphlets. 22 East 38th St., New York 16, May 1956. 
28p. 25¢. 
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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 


This collection of books and pamphlets was prepared by the staff 

of Traveling Libraries and is available for loan to any commmity 
in New York State. Address all requests to: Traveling Libraries, 
New York State Library, Albany 1, New York. 


Auer, J.J. Handbook for discussion leaders, Harper. c1947. 

Bassett, E.M. Zoning. Russell Sage Foundation. 1940. 

Brownell, Baker, Human community. Harper. 1950. 

Burns, Norman, ed, Community responsibilities of institutions of higher 
learning. Univ. of Chicago Pr. 1948. 

Burton, Hal, City fights back. Citadel. 1954. 

Butler, G.D. Introduction to commmity recreation. McGraw-Hill. 1949. 

Butler, G.D. Recreation areas, Barnes. 1947, 

Campbell, R.F. Dynamics of school community relationships. Allyn, 1955. 

Childs, R.S. Civic victories, Harper. 1952. 

Churchill, H.S. City is the people. Harcourt. cl1945. 

Colcord, J.C, Your community, Russell Sage Foundation. 1948. 

Dahir, James, Communities for better living. Harper. 1950. 

Fineberg, S.A. Punishment without crime. Doubleday. 1949. 

Gallion, A.B. Urban pattern. Van Nostrand. 1950. 

Greer, Guy. Your city tomorrow. Macmillan. 1947. 

Grinnell, J.E., School and commmity., Ronald. 1955. 

Hayes, W.J. Small commmity looks ahead. Harcourt. 1947. 

Hicks, Granville. Small town, Macmillan. 1947. 

Hillman, Arthur. Community organization and planning. Macmillan. 1950. 

Hitch, E.V. Rebuilding rural America, Harper. 1950. 

Hoiberg, 0.G,. Exploring the small commmity. Univ. of Nebraska Pr. 1955. 

Hollingshead, A.B. Elmtown's youth. Wiley. 1949. 

Howard, Ebenezer, Garden cities of tomorrow, Transatlantic Arts, 1946. 

King, Clarence, Organizing for commumity action, Harper. cl948. 

Kvaraceus, W.C. Community and the delinquent. World Bk, 1955. 

Lewis, H.M. Planning the modern city, Wiley. 1949. 

Marx, H.L. City & suburban planning, Wilson. 1956. 

Matthews, M.S. Guide to community action. Harper, 1954. 

Mercer, Blaine, American community. Random. 1956. 

Mial, C.H. College-community relationships in New York State, 1954. 

Morgan, A.E. Business of my own, Community Service. 1946. 

Morgan, A.E. Small commmity. Harper. 1942. 

Ogden, Jean. Small commmities in action, Harper. 1946. 

Ogden, Jean, These things we tried. Univ. of Va. 1948. 

Peattie, R.E, City. Schuman, 1952. 

Poston, R.W. Small town renaissance, Harper. 1950. 

Ross, M.G. Commmity organization. Harper. 1955. 

Sanders, I.T. Making good communities better, Univ, of Ky. 1950. 

Sanderson, E.D. Rural community organization, Wiley, 1939. 

Sanderson, E.D. Rural sociology and rural social organization, Wiley. 
1942. 

Schacter, H.W. Kentucky on the march. Harper, 1949. 

Tate, H.C, Building a better home town, Harper. 1954. 

West, James, Plainville, U.S.A. Col. Univ, Pr. 1945. 
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METHODS AND PROCEDURES FOR COMMUNITY LEADERS 


Baxter, Bernice. Group experience. Harper. 1943. 

Biddle, W.W. Cultivation of commmity leaders, Harper. 1953. 

Davis-DuBois, Rachel. Neighbors in action. Harper. 1950. 

Coyle, Grace, Group experience and democratic values, Woman's Pr. 1947. 

Dellnick, Sidney. Community organization for neighborhood development. 
Woman's Pr. 1953. : 

Dimock, H.S. Supervision of group work and recreation, Assn. Pr. 1951. 

Festinger, Leon, Social pressures in informal groups. Harper. 1950. 

King, Clarence, Organization for community action. Harper, cl948. 

Lippitt, Ronald, Training in commmity relations. Harper. 1949. 

Locke, Alain, When people meet, Barnes & Noble, 1946, 

Melby, E.0. Administering commmity education. Prentice-Hall, 1955. 

McKee, E.N, People act. Harper. 1955. 

National Recreation Association. Recreation activities for adults. Assn, 
Pr. 1950. 

Snow, R.H. Community adult education, Putnam, 1955, 

Sorenson, Roy. Art of board membership. Assn, Pr. 1950. 

Thelen, H.A, Dynamics of groups at work. Univ. of Chicago. 1954. 

Trecker, Harleigh, Supervision of group work and recreation, Assn, Pr. 
1949. 

Turner, C.E. Personal and community health. Mosby. 1952. 


PAMPHLET MATERIAL 


Automobile parking in central business districts. Urban Land Institute, 

Charting group progress, by Saul Bernstein, Assn. Press. 

Citizens organizations for planning. Comm, of American Planning & Civic 
Assoc, 

Community centers, planning procedure, planning standards. Univ. of 
Manitoba Pr. 

Communities for living, by F.S. Chapin, Univ. of Georgia Pr. 

Community center planning. Dept. of Education, Saskatchewan, 

Decision through discussion, by W.E, Utterback, Rinehart. 1948. 

Local action for community development. Pa. Dept. of Commerce, 

Mistakes we have made in community development, by J.C. Nichols, Urban 
Land Inst e 

Planning your community. Regional Plan Assoc, Inc, 

Self=-supporting city, by G.M. Tucker, Robert Schalkenbach Foundation, 

Small town manual for community action, U.S. Dept. of Commerce, 

Zoning and civic development, U.S. Chamber of Commerce, 


NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE PUBLICATIONS: Community industrial 
development; Local planning and zoning; Shopping center development; 
Solving parking problems; Subdivision control; Your home town's future; 
Zoning in New York State. 


NEW YORK UNIVERSITY. THE AMERICAN COMMUNITY PROJECT PUBLICATIONS: 
Community and its role in the world today; Community resources; Comnu- 
nity then and now; Cooperation builds a community; Future of the commu- 
nity; Leader's guide; Obstacles to healthy community growth; Participants' 
manual; People are important; Unfinished business in the community. 


(Reprints of this list are available on request) 


The Bookmark -40- November, 1956 





FUNNYBONE LAND 


ELLEN TEBBITS by Beverly Cleary. Morrow. $2. 
A Best Friend who has to endure the same embarrassment as long 
winter underwear, makes life easier for Ellen, (3-5) 


BEN AND ME by Robert Lawson. Little. $2.50. 
According to the author Benjamin Franklin would not have become the 
historical figure he is without his mentor, Amos, the mouse, (5-9) 


TOPSY-TURVY FAMILY by Emma Brock, Knopf. $2. 


7 _ household and the excitement the new teacher brings to 
it. 3=5 


HONK, THF MOOSE by Philip Stong. Dodd. $2.75. 
’ ; moose in the stable brings complications to two Minnesota boys. 
4-5 


"I WON'T", SAID THE KING by Mildred Jordan. Knopf. $2. 
A nonsense story of the king and his purple flannel underwear, (3-5) 


HOMER PRICE by Robert McCloskey, Viking. $2. 
To Homer life is never dull and a day's adventures may range from 
skunks to doughnut machines. (4-7) 


MARY POPPINS by Pamela Travers, Harcourt. $2.50. 
A nursemaid who blew in with an east wind brings astonishing and 
delightful happenings to Jane and Michael, (4-7) 


FLYING LOCOMOTIVE by William Pene DuBois, Viking. $2. 
A bad=tempered locomotive and a placid cow make an amusing story. 
(24) 


FREDDY GOES CAMPING by Walter Brooks, Knopf, $2. 
Hilarious doings of the pig, Freddy, who is the leader in the barn- 
yard. (4-5) 


ADVENTURES OF TOM SAWYER by Mark Twain, Harper. $3. 
The famous story of boy life in the Mississippi country. (6-9) 


MR, POPPER'S PENGUINS by Richard and Florence Atwater, Little. $2.50. 
Life changes for the Popper family when Captain Cook, the penguin, 
arrives, (4-5) 
ELIJAH THE FISHBITE by Agnes Sligh Turnbull. Macmillan, $2.75. 
A small kitten receives a dignified name when he is found in church, 
(4-6) 
Compiled by Children's Department of Flower Memorial Library, Watertown. 


Sponsored by NYLA Section for Children's and Young People's Librarians 
Mrs. Mabel B, Bell, Chairman 
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A SELECTED LIST OF 


scias Recent Accessions 


) Nae 


Prepared by 
Evelyn E. Nelson, Reference and Ethel Lansing, Order Sections 
These titles of general interest, which the smaller library may not 
have purchased, may be borrowed from the New York State Library. Please 
use call numbers as indicated when requesting books. 
ASIA AND AFRICA 


Bowers, Faubion, Theatre in the East; a survey of Asian dance and drama, 
New York, T, Nelson ¢ 19563 374p. 792.095 B786 


Gibbs, Peter. A flag for the Matabele; an entertainment in African 
history. New York, Vanguard Press -19563 192p. 968.92 G443 


BIOGRAPHY 


Boas, F.S, Sir Philip Sidney, representative Elizabethan; his life and 
writings. London, Staples Press ¢19563 204p. 821.32 Bb6 


Corbett, Scott, The Sea Fox; the adventures of Cape Cod's most colorful 
rumrunner, New York, Crowell 19569 244p. 336.268 C789 


Crouse, N.M. La Verendrye, fur trader and explorer. Ithaca, N, Y., 
Cornell Univ. Press -19563 247p. 971.016 283c 


Dunn, Robert. World alive; a personal story, New York, Crown Publishers 
r19562 480p. 070 2a9a 


Gibbon, Edward. Letters; edited by J. E. Norton, New York, Macmillan 


EGYPT 
Barker, Ernest ed, and tr. From Alexander to Constantine; passages and 
documents illustrating the history of social and political ideas, 
336 B.C.-A.D.337. Oxford, Clarendon Press, 1956. 930 B255 


Bonwick, James, Egyptian belief and modern thought. Indian Hills, 
Colo. Falcon's Wing Press .¢19563 454p. 299.31 B723 


Cottrell, Leonard, The mountains of Pharaoh. New York, Rinehart ¢19563 
285p. 913.32 C851m 
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THE MINISTER 


Belgum, David. Clinical training for pastoral care. Philadelphia, 
Westminster Press 19563 136p. 258 B429 


Hedley, G.P. The minister behind the scenes, New York, Macmillan, 
1956. 147p. (The James A. Gray lectures at Duke Univ.1955)253 H455 


Keighton, R.E. The man who would preach, New York, Abingdon Press 
c 19563 128p. 251 K27 


Licorish, D.N. Tomorrow's church in today's world; a study of the 
twentieth-century challenge to religion. New York, Exposition Press 


OUR STUDENTS 


Architectural record, Schools for the new needs: educational, social, 
economic, ¢New Yorky F.W. Dodge Corp., ©1956. 312p. (An Archi- 
tectural record book E 371.62 qA673s 


Beasley, Jane. Slow to talks; a guide for teachers and parents of 
children with delayed language development. New York, Bureau of 
Publications, Teachers College, Columbia Univ..1956.4 109p. (TC 
studies in education) E 372.144. B368 


Duker, Sam, The truth about your child's reading, by Sam Duker and 
T. P, Nally, New York, Crown Publishers -19563 18lp. E 372.4 D877 


Smith, L.F, The technical institute cby, L.F. Smith - ands Laurence 
Lipsett. New York, McGraw-Hill, 1956, 319p. 607 S654 


MISCELLANEOUS 


Bergler, Edmund. Laughter and the sense of humor, New York, Inter- 
continental Medical Book Corp., 1956. 297p. 157.224, B498 


Bronson-Howard, George. Handbook for skin divers, New York, Arco Pub, 
Co. ¢19563 142p. (The Do-it-yourself series) 797.2 B&869 


Cohen, John, Risk and gambling; the study of subjective probability 
cbys John Cohen , and, Mark Hansel, New York, Philosophical Library 
(19563 153p. 164 C678 


Munro, Thomas, Toward science in aesthetics; selected essays. New 
York, Liberal Arts Press, 1956. 371p. 701.17 M968 


Ogilvy, C.S. Through the mathescope. New York, Oxford Univ. Press, 
1956. 162p. 510 035 
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Official Publications 


OF NEW YORK STATE. 


BREESE BOS 


Prepared by Peter Paulson, Gift and Exchange Section 


*Available free to libraries within New York State, and on ex- 
change to libraries outside of New York State, from New York 
State Library, Gift and Exchange Section, Albany 1, New York, 
Other publications may be obtained from issuing office. 


*AGING, JOINT LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE ON PROBLEMS OF THE. Report, 9th... 
1956. 1956. l15lp. (Legis Doc no, 33, Cover title: New channels 
for the golden years) 


*AUDIT AND CONTROL, DEPT. OF, Special report on mmicipal affairs by the 
state comptroller, transmitted to the legislature March 13, 1956. 
(1956) 27lp. (Legis Doc 1956 no. 90A) 


*BUDGET, DIV. OF. New York state budget summary 1956-1957. (1956) 
48p. 


*COMMERCE, DEPT, OF, The Autumn colorama in New York state. (1956) 
Folder. 


*CONSERVATION DEPT, Annual report, 54th...for the year 1955. 1956. 
262p. (Legis Doc 1956 no. 88) 


*COURTS, TEMPORARY COMMISSION ON THE, The Plan of the...for a simpli- 
fied state-wide court system July 2, 1956. (1956) 159p. 


“EDUCATION DEPT. Annual report, 50th of the Education department for 
the school year ending Jume 30, 1953, volume 1, (1956) 9Q7p. 
(Legis Doc 1954 no. 96) 


Architects registered from October 1, 1954 to January 1, 1956. 
~~ (1956) 17p. 


Many tongues; a listing of records for foreign language instruc- 
~ tion, 1956. 50p. (Record roundup no. 2) 


Optometrists registered between November 1, 1954 and January 1, 
~ 1956 and ophthalmic dispensers registered between November l, 1954 
and January 1, 1956. (1956) 19p. 


}___ Regents scholarships for professional education in nursing; law, 
~ pules and information, July 1956. 1956. 23p. (Handbook 50) 


“EDUCATION DEPT, Registered certified public accountants and copartner- 
ships of certified public accountants registered between December 1, 
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1954-December 1, 1955. (1956) 29p. (University of the state of 
New York bulletin no, 1440, March 1956) 


"EDUCATION DEPT. Registered podiatrists, 1955-57. (1956) 4Ap. 


*__ Syllabus in modern foreign languages (1937 reprint with minor re- 
~~ wisions) 1956, 132p. 


*__. Bureau of business and distributive education. Vocational business 
practice. (1956) 62p. 

Soe eau _ of secondary curriculum development, American history bib- 
liography. (1956) 112p. 


__. Citizenship education, planning guide. (1956) 6lp. 


__.. Experiments, demonstrations for other activities suggested for 
~~ the third year of general science, 1956. 26lp. (General science 
handbook, part 3) 


|__. Division of vacational education. Bureau of business and distribu- 
tive education, A Pictorial guide to aid in planning business and 
distributive education classrooms and facilities, 1956. <A7p. 


*ELECTION LAW AND RELATED STATUTES, JOINT LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE TO MAKE 
A STUDY OF THE, Report...including minority report, March 22, 1956. 
1956. 70p. (Legis Doc 1956 no, 48) 


*FIRE LAWS, JOINT LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE ON, Interim report, lst...March 
8, 1956. 1956. 303p. (Legis Doc 1956 no. 45) 


“HOUSING, DIV. OF. Report on middle income housing in New York state, 
January 26, 1956, (1956) 28p. 


+__. Report on pension funds and housing investment, March 15, 1956, 
~ (1956) 3p. 


*INDUSTRIAL AND LABOR CONDITIONS, JOINT LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE ON, 
Report...for the year 1955~56. (1956) 18lp. (Legis Doc 1956 no.55, 
Cover title: Points and viewpoints on industrial and labor con- 
ditions in New York state) 


*INTERSTATE COOPERATION, JOINT LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE ON. Report...1956. 
(1956) 429p. (Legis Doc 1956 no, 66) 


*LAW, DEPT. OF, Annual report of Jacob K, Javits, Attorney general, for 
the year 1955. (1956) sp. 


*LAW REVISION COMMISSION, Report...to the legislature relating to the 
wmiform commercial code, 1956. 58p. (Legis Doc 1956 no. 65A) 


*MILITARY AND NAVAL AFFAIRS, DIV. OF. Annual report...for the year 1955. 
1955. 167p. 
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*MUNICIPAL TORT LIABILITY, JOINT LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE ON. Report, 2nd 
~» March 13, 1956. 1956. 89p. (Legis Doc 1956 no, 41) 


*NATURAL RESOURCES, JOINT LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE ON. Report...1956. 
1956. 2294p. (Legis Doc 1956 no. 63 - Cover title: Trends and 
developments in resources conservation, a five year progress report) 


*NEW YORK STATE MUSEUM, State science service, Indian history of New 
York state; part III-the Algonkian tribes by William A, Ritchie, 
state archeologist, (1956) 2dp. 


*PUBLIC SERVICE, DEPT. OF. Annual report of the Public service comn- 
ission for the year 1954. 1955. 515p. (Legis Doc 1955 no. 86. 
Cover title: Regulation of public utilities in New York state) 


*RESEARCH, INTERDEPARTMENTAL COMMITTEE ON, Subcommittee on h re=- 
sources, Report of... April 1956. (1956) Var. pag. (Cover title: 
Inventory of research by New York state agencies in the field of 
human resources) 


“SOCIAL WELFARE, DEPT. OF. Annual report, 89th...July 1, 1956. (1956) 
42p. (Legis Doc 1956 no. 93, Cover title: Social welfare in New 
York state 1955) 


“STATE, DEPT, OF, Annual report for 1955. (1956) 84p. (Legis Doc 
1956 no. 94) 


STATE COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURE, Cornell university, Ithaca. Baking with 
New York state pastry flour; desserts for your commnity meals by 
Marie E, Knickrehm, Karla Longree, Shirley A, Felt, (1956) 3lp. 
(Cornell extension bulletin 962, July 1956) 


STATE COLLEGE OF HOME ECONOMICS, Cornell universit Ithaca, Cleaning 
supplies...what they are...howto use them, (1956) 4p. (Cornell 
extension bulletin 951, August 1956) 


____ ___ Do you know your valuable papers? (1956) 4p. (Cornell ex- 
tension bulletin 963) 


__. Hongkong grass, rope and twine seats for chairs by Ruth B, 
Comstock, (1956) 14p. (Cornell extension bulletin 964, August 
1956) 


__. ___ How to care for the glass and metals in your home by L.J. 
Williamson, E.C, Warren, and J, Macdonald. (1956) 4p. (Cornell 
extension bulletin 954, August 1956) 


__. How to clean & care for plastics by L.J, Williamson, E.C, Warren, 
and J, Macdonald. (1956) 4p. (Cornell extension bulletin 955, 
August 1956) 
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“PUBLIC LIBRARY- 


For Your Information 


GENERAL NEWS 
Edited by Wilfred Laurier Morin and Edgar Tompkins 


Staff Briefs: At a joint meeting of the New York State Histroical Asso- 
ciation and the Society for Colonial History at Buffalo on October 12, 
Dr. Gharles F, Gosnell was reelected President of the Society for Colonial 
History and Crawford E.L. Donohugh, Rare Books Librarian, was elected 
Secretary-Treasurer, -— Jack B, Spear, head of Traveling Libraries and 
Library for the Blind, spoke to the Albany Jaycees October 20 on the 
National Jaycees project, "Operation Library." Mr, Spear was recently 
elected Secretary of the New York State Federation of Workers for the 
Blind, —- Florence E, Harshe, of the Regional Library Service Center, 

has been elected a member of the NYLA Council, — Heath Babcock, Medical 
Librarian, attended the regional meeting of the Medical Library Associa= 
tion at Lenox Hill Hospital on October 20,— Ernest H. Breuer, Law Li- 
brarian, attended the first meeting of the Law Library Association of 
Greater New York on October 22, at which Professor Jack Weinstein of 
Columbia University spoke on "Courts of New York, Today and Tommorrow,"-- 
S. Gilbert Prentiss, formerly of the Library Extension Division, will 
return to the Education Department November 1 to work in the Division of 
Research in close cooperation with Francis R, St, John's fact-finding 
subcommittee of the Commissioner of Education's Committee on Library Ser-~ 
vice, -- L, Marion Moshier will be in Washington, D.C, for two months 

as consultant with the Federal Library Aid program, 


Certification Examination Committee: The Board of Regents on September 

28 gave final approval to an amendment to its rules increasing the Cer- 
tification Examination Committee from five to seven members, This action 
also provided that one member be appointed upon recommendation of the 
President of the Civil Service Commission, and Carl Tremer of Albany was 
designated as the first official Civil Service representative, At the 
same time, Wayne Shirley, Librarian of Finch College in New York City, 

was appointed to the other newly created post, and Ruth Phillips, Director 
of the New Rochelle Public Library, was named to serve the wmexpired term 
of Ruth Adams, who has resigned. New officers were elected at the October 
meeting of the Committee, to which the deans and faculty representatives 
of library schools were invited for a round table discussion of the ex- 
amination, Paul Rooney of the Buffalo and Erie County Public Library 

was selected chairman to succeed Alice Dodge of Utica, and Mrs, Thelma 
King of Elmira was elected vice-chairman, 


Storage Space for the CBI: The Technical Processes section of the State 
Library has recently acquired a new piece of equipment especially de- 
signed by Remington Rand for the storage and use of Cumulative Book In- 
dexes, Librarians for whom the storage of this bulky and fast-growing 
series has become a problem will be interested in seeing this experimental 
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model. Dr, Robert H, Deily, Chief of Technical Processes, will be 
pleased to show it to all visitors to his section. 


NYLA Highlights: More than 1,000 librarians, trustees and Friends of the 
Library attended the 63rd NYLA conference at the Hotel New Yorker October 
18-20, 1956. Following the conference theme, "Books and Bricks," Wood- 
ward Garber of Cincinnati spoke on "The Role of the Architect" and John 
Mackenzie Cory of The New York Public Library, on "The Role of the Li- 
brarian." Visits were made to new library buildings in the metropolitan 
area, —- Important to New York State librarians was the progress report 
of the Commissioner's Committee on Public Library Service at which Judge 
Francis Bergan, chairman, explained its organization and procedures. 

Mr. St. John, chairman of the fact-finding subcommittee, reported on the 
updating of previous studies and efforts to determine the reactions of 
people, needs and blockages, Mr, St, John and members of his committee 
had many interviews with comty library committee chairmen to determine 
how the State Aid law might best be administered. John Johnson, chairman 
of the subcommittee on public support, spoke of the need for making the 
public aware of the public library, for analyzing the facts and assembling 
recommendations in a report, and for formulating the necessary legislative 
procedure, Dr, Gosnell's topic was: "Plans for Utilizing Federal Funds 
in New York State," which, he said, must await final regulations, as our 
line of action is based on proposed legislation, Improved library ser- 
vice is the overall aim. 

At another vital session, of which Katherine L. O'Brien was 
chairman, Dr, Robert D, Leigh discussed "The Revised National Standards: 
Their Use and Abuse," Dr, Leigh pointed out that they should be adapted 
to each state program without acceptance as final authority or neglect. 
Miss O'Brien's committee on library standards and legislation will hold 
a weekend workshop in Albany in January, which will be subsequently 
followed by workshops throughout the State, 

Dr. Ewald B, Nyquist spoke interestingly on "What Is Going to 
Happen to Our Colleges and Libraries in the Next Ten Years?" and at the 
same meeting, Helen M, Brown, Librarian of Wellesley College,talked on 
"Relation of the Library to the Changing College Program." 

A uniform salary scale, more scholarships, library education, 
extension courses to serve areas not readily accessible to a library 
school, recruiting of the mature as well as the young, were some of the 
other matters considered, The Children's and Young People's Librarians 
Section held several splendid meetings, Mrs, Mabel Shorey, of the Corinth 
Public Library, received the first L, Marion Moshier Award for Distin- 
guished Librarianship. 

The 1957 conference will be held at the Hotel Ten Eyck, Albany, 
October 16-18, and possibly, 19. 


New Acquisitions of the State Library Reference Collection: The State 
Library has recently strengthened its collection by the addition of 
several new items which are worthy of special notice, First, the Library 
now subscribes to all publications of the American Standards Association. 
The Association has developed over 1,600 standards including the auto- 
motive, chemical, mechanical engineering, textile, pulp and paper, photo- 
graphic and electrical fields, as well as many others, The Association 
attempts to establish a uniformity among the various industries partici- 
pating in its program of developing yardsticks for products, The Standards 
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are useful reference aids for both manufacturers and consumers, Second, 
"Gmelins Handbook der anorganischin," one of the oldest and most important 
works in the field of inorganic chemistry, has been recently acquired. 
Third, the Library now subscribes to "Standard Rate and Data Service" 
which provides comprehensive information on rates and advertising facil- 
ities, All ten sections of this service are available including: "News- 
paper Rates and Data," "Business Publication Rates and Data," "Consumer 
Magazine Rates and Data," "Spot Radio Rates and Data," "Spot Television 
Rates and Data," "National Network Radio and Television Service," "ABC 
Weekly Newspapers," "Transportation Advertising," "Films for Television" 
and "Canadian Media Rates and Data." 


He would like to know whether 
there will be a general demand for the index if it is printed or dupli- 
cated in some other way. Please write to Mr. Place in the event that 
you would like to secure a copy if one should be made available, 


College Librarians to Meet: The 42nd annual conference of Eastern College 
Librarians will be held at Columbia University's Butler Library on No- 
vember 24. The subject, "Staff Participation in Library Management," 
will provide the theme for the addresses to be delivered by Hugh Behymer, 
Dr, Keyes Metcalf, Bertha Frick, Richard Wormser and Dr, Charles B. Shaw, 


New Project Announced: Helen Geer, formerly librarian of the ALA Head= 
quarters Library, is now director of THE LIBRARY MART, a central infor- 
mation service on library equipment and supplies. Anyone wishing to 
know about a certain product and who manufactures it may write to THE 
LIBRARY MART, 333 North Michigan Avenue, Chicago 1, Illinois. 


LOCAL ACTIVITIES 
Edited by Jean L. Connor and I. Marie Gustafson, Library Extension 


Allegany. The Allegany Garden Club gave new terrace plantings and 
sponsored a Rose Garden Tea at the David A. Howe Public Library, 
Wellsville, on September 18, 


Broome, The Lisle Free Library recently received a bequest of $15,000. 
The George F, Johnson Memorial Library, Endicott, celebrated its 50th 
anniversary in August, An exhibit was held of local industries and 
cultural interests depicting the past, present and future. The summer 
reading club was called the "Golden Anniversary Club." A represent- 
ative group of 65 or more citizens met recently in Binghamton at the 
Robeson Memorial to consider a proposed plan for county library de- 
velopment, John Harbuchuk, Binghamton attorney and former corporation 
counsel, also former trustee of the Binghamton Public Library, was 
named chairman of a citizens’ committee. Mr, Harbuchuk now lives in 
a Broome county area without library service. He will choose his owm 
committee. The plan is for a federated library system including book- 
mobile service and centralized processing, 


Cattaraugus. Alice Engdahl retired as Director of the Salamanca Public 
Library after 34 years of service, She has been succeeded by Mrs, 
Gerard Hinrichs, formerly on the staff of the Olean Public Library. 
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Chautauqua. The Darwin R, Barker Library Association, Fredonia, has 
begun a picture book hour, -— The James Prendergast Library Associ- 
ation, Jamestown, had a display of prints made by children in Japanese 
schools, For Jamestown bargain days, the library had a "no fines day." 


Columbia, The Valatie Free Library won first prize in a village centemial 
parade for its float. The prize was a copy of "The Winged Victory." 
The float which depicted three mammoth books, book characters and a 
bookworm was prepared under the direction of Mrs. Trixie Rogati, trus- 
tee. The library celebrated its 25th anniversary this year. 


Cortland. The Cortland Free Library has received a gift painting from 
the American Academy of Arts and Letters, 


Delaware. The Friends of the Sidney Public Library held their fall pro- 
gram meeting on September 22, 


Dutchess. A workshop on the care of the book collection was held at Hyde 
Park Free Library for 25 staff members and trustees of Dutchess Coumty 
libraries, Marion Vedder of the Library Extension Division was the 
principal speaker, -~ The Dutchess County Library Association was 
reorganized and Wayne A, Kalenich, librarian of IBM Research Library, 
Poughkeepsie, was elected chairman; Mrs, William Nichols, Bard College, 
Annandale-on-the-iludson, vice-chairman; Albertina T.B, Traver, Adriance 
Memorial Library, Poughkeepsie, Secretary; and Mrs. Matthew Netter, 
Pine Plains Free Library, Treasurer, <= The Clinton Community Library 
in the Schultzville Town Hall was officially opened on September 1. 


- The Hamburg Free Library presented achievement certificates to 
6 children who completed the Explorers Vacation Reading Club program. 


Erie 
6 


Monroe. A joint committee representing the town libraries in Monroe 
County have planned a series of monthly meetings for librarians and 
trustees of the system, The topic for October was "How to Get the 
Most From Your Inter-Library Loan Services." The November meeting 
will cover vacation reading club reports and display service, — The 
Monroe County System has made provision for additional supplemental 
field consultant services to member libraries in 1957, The Monroe 
County Library System Board is continuing its practice of holding 
its meetings in different libraries of the county. Monroe County 
Library System will now match local funds three to one, up to $600 
annually, for books for each town library, following a weeding pro=- 
ject. — Mrs, L.J, Whittleton, librarian of the East Rochester Public 
Library has retired. She is succeeded by Mrs, Byron Morgan. -= The 
Irondequoit Library Association volunteers won second prize at the 
1956 State Fair, —- The Rochester Public Library is plainning to co- 
operate with the Keuka College student field work program. The ten- 
tative program provides for a student to gain experience in the 
Children's Department with the hope that she may become interested 
in the library profession, Four hundred people attended the first 
noon-day book review at the Rochester Public Library, — Winifred 
Genung, librarian of the Webster Public Library and Webster Public 
Schools, has retired, Mrs. Paul Zackman is acting public librarian, 
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Nassau. The Hicksville Public Library has signed a contract for the 
construction of a $312,000 extension to the library. Fifty-four 
children members of their Vacation Reading Club made a trip to the 
United Nations Headquarters. —~- Extensive damage was caused by fire 
at the Lynbrook Public Library, October 26, With the help of li- 
braries and commercial representatives, it is hoped that the library 
will soon be in running order in temporary quarters. 


Niagara. The Middleport Free Library completed a successful summer 
reading program, "Fishing Is Fun." 


Onondaga. Helen Angeloff has been appointed Head of the Hazard branch 
of the Syracuse Public Library. 


Ontario, The children's room of the Wood Library, Canandaigua, has re~- 
cently been redecorated. "Winnie-the-Pooh" murals have been painted 
by Mrs, Eloise Wilkin and Mrs, Charlotte Riley. 


Queens. Floodlights have been installed to light the front of the central 
Queens Borough Public Library, -——- The Queens Borough Public Library 
sponsored a special exhibit and program on Children's Reading at a 
Jamaica department store, 


Rensselaer, There was a leader training class for the Rensselaer County 
Home Extension in Troy on October 24, A group of 21 women participated 
in a discussion of Oral Book Reviewing. Miss Gustafson was the leader, 


Schenectady. Elizabeth Yates, author, spoke in the children's room of 
the Schenectady County Public Library on October 17. 


Steuben, The Corning Public Library has become a member of Le Cercle 
du Livre de France (French Book Club), for the current year, — The 
Steuben County Library Association is meeting on October 25 in Wayland. 
Virginia Kirkus will speak, The plan for a county system will be 
discussed and a report on the NYLA conference will be made. The 
Monroe County bookmobile will be on exhibit. 


Suffolk, The Huntington Public Library is organizing a Friends group. -- 
The Smithtown Library was voted $55,000 for an addition to house a new 
children's room, librarian's office, staff room and stack space, 


Sullivan. The annual meeting of the Friends of the Delaware Free Library, 
Callicoon, was held October 3. Membership is now 200. 


Tompkins. A meeting of the executive committee of the county planning 
group met October 4 in Ithaca. == The Cornell Public Library, Ithaca, 
opened its fall program with a reception on September 11, New and 
departing staff members were honored. 


Wayne. Four frames of stamps have recently been presented to the 
Williamson Public Library. 
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PROFESSIONAL LITERATURE YOU SHOULD KNOW ABOUT 
Edited by Irving A. Verschoor, Library Extension 


McColvin, Lionel. The chance to read; public libraries in the world 
today. New Jersey, Essential Books, Inc. 1956. $5. 

Mr. McColvin is one of the outstanding writers in the world on library 
matters and though this is an English publication, it is universal in 
its presentation of the development and present conditions of public 
library service, Mr. McColvin is not only interested in what is being 
done but since his basic desire is to encourage and assist the develop- 
ment of public libraries throughout the world, he is therefore anxious 
to discuss and interpret the lessons to be learned from library history. 

The material on the public libraries in the United States is accurate 
and well treated, It is especially interesting to see the rather succinct 
observations about our libraries, 

Two particularly impressive and valuable points are the working papers 
prepared by the Public Libraries Section of the International Federation 
of Library Associations on the development of public library service and 
the brief bibliography which this observer would rank as tops in the area 
of comparative librarianship, I.A.V. 


Brummel, Leendert. Union catalogs; their problems and organization. 

UNESCO, 1956. $1.60. 

This is a paperbound manual which forms #6 in the UNESCO Bibliographical 
Handbook Series, It is essentially an outline of the history of union 
catalogs and is worldwide in scope, The material presented covers general 
principles as well as principles and methods of organization. 

No mention is made of any of the union catalogs in this State and it 
is this reviewer's opinion that this manual lacks the helpfulness of 
detail and example to be of aid to those librarians planning county or 
multi-county library service systems. Ze ¥s 


New York State. Department of Mental Hygiene. Occupational therapy 
manual for personnel in the New York State Department of Mental Hygiene. 
State Hospitals Press, Utica State Hospital, Utica, New York, 1956. 
$1.40. 

Prepared by a department committee under the direction of Virginia 
Scullin, 0.T.R., department director of occupational therapy, this 210- 
page, comprehensive manual presents a picture of the field as it exists 
today and describes briefly its early growth and history. The book ex= 
plains how to grade activities to patients’ capabilities and shows criteria 
by which crafts are evaluated, It emphasizes occupational therapy for 
the mentally i111, the retarded and patients with convulsive disorders. 
Index and selected references. M.H.V. 


Diehl, K.S. One librarian, Scarecrow, 1956. $3. 

Adventure, books and people, job satisfaction -—- these were the in- 
gredients of the author's more than 15 years in a church-related, Texas 
college, At a minute salary, Miss Diehl, the One Professional, processed 
her collection, served faculty and students, taught in the English and 
Social Studies fields, served on various committees and had more than her 
share of library housekeeping. "'Tis no small venture to tackle, but it 
is exciting and always rewarding," she writes, A refreshing book, F.B, 
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We, of the academic school in the Wassaic State School, had the 
pleasure of a book loan last spring from the Library Extension Division 
of the New York State Library. 


A committee of three had charge of classifying the books into pri- 
mary, intermediate and junior sections, Suitable posterswere made and 
the exhibit was placed in the main foyer of the school for everyone to 
examine, As you will note from the picture, ow large dictionary on its 
standard was pressed into use to hold the placard describing the display. 


Not only did our teachers browse among the books, but they brought 
their pupils in to enjoy them, Many people, as they passed through the 
foyer, stopped to look them over, Then, on the last day, we invited some 
booklovers in from a neighboring town, You would hear them say: "Now, 
Tommy has a birthday soon and he would like this book." Out would come 
a note pad and the data would be written dow, After they had seen the 
exhibit, they were invited to tea by ow Homemaking girls, 


We appreciate the good fellowship with the State Library's Extension 
Division and feel happy whenever we are loaned new children's books, We 
are already planning to make ow exhibit "bigger and better" another year 
so that more booklovers may enjoy this wonderful advantage offered us, 


Mrs, Anna F, W, Diehl 
Institution Education Supervisor 
Wassaic State School 


(Our thanks to the publishers who have generously donated copies of the 
children's books that make up a special collection. Libraries interested 
in borrowing books for exhibit may obtain them from the Library Extension 
Division, New York State Library, Albany 1, New York.) 





a a 


